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tourism4nature 

A project implementing the
CBD Guidelines on
Biodiversity and Tourism
Development

THE FOREST
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ETE – Who we are

Founded in Bonn in 1991 as forum for national

organizations supporting environmentally and

socially responsible tourism

Our tasks and goals
� Information, education, capacity building

� Model projects 

� Lobbying 
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Goals of this side event

� Promote the CBD Guidelines on Biodiversity 

and Tourism Development

� Present a model project of implementation

� Present innovative tools for tourism 

management

� Discuss up-take and initiate cooperation
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Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity 
through Sound Tourism Development 

in Biosphere Reserves 
in Central and Eastern Europe
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What did we want to achieve?

To strengthen the protection of globally 
significant mountain ecosystems in 
selected Biosphere Reserves of 
Central and Eastern Europe

Implementation of CBD Guidelines on Biodiversity 
and Tourism Development
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At the end we wanted to have...

…improved management effectiveness of 

all three Biosphere Reserves

…long term sustainability in local and 

regional tourism development

…improved knowledge on biodiversity and 

tourism-related issues in an integrated 

manner

…mainstreaming of 
biodiversity 
conservation issues in 
the tourism sector

…pilot projects to 

implement sustainable 

tourism practices
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The major outcome is...

…a new 

Tourism Management Plan 

for each BR
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The process was realised...

…with the involvement of a wide 

range of stakeholders

…accompanied by numerous 

supporting activities

…focusing on policy improvement, 
capacity building and incentives 

for sustainable development
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...and prepared with a series of 
guiding documents:

Criteria for Sustainable Tourism

Sustainable Tourism Management Planning in 
Biosphere Reserves

Sustainable Tourism Training the Trainers 
Programme

The Trail Planning Guide. An insight into the 
process of planning interpretative trails

Background Study on Institutional and Management 
Frameworks
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Model Products: 
Shepherd’s hut – Babia Góra BR
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Model Products: 
New life for old orchards – Aggtelek BR



9

Ecolog ical Tour ism in Europe                                    www.tourism4nature.or g

Model Products: 
Original Products – Šumava BR
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Joining the dots

…establishing connection between local, national and 
international level

…joining partners from three countries

…involving the national governments and stakeholders
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CBD Guidelines on Biodiversity
and Tourism Development

Development
Planning and 
Management 

Prozesses 

Stakeholder 
Involvement Policy Making

Awareness Raising & 
Capacity Building

Notification and 
information
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Tourism
Management 

Planning

Awareness Raising & Capacity Building

Stakeholder 
Involvement

Policy
Improvement

Revitalisation Model Products

International Cooperation
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We have learned that...

…a project is a mutual learning 

process

…there is a lack of under-

standing of the guidelines at the 
national level (ministries)

...policy improvement requires 

much more time than you wish
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We have learned that...

…the relevance of the guidelines at 

the local level is still very restricted

…the involvement of stakeholders 
requires awareness raising and 

preparation at the side of the 
implementing agencies – public 

authorities but also NGOs
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Implementation of

More Information & Downloads:

www.tourism4nature.org
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Thank you for

your attention!


